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• An American original craft magazine with a 61-year track 
history: 671 issues, over 700 tatting patterns.

• Feb/Mar 1996 (last Workbasket), sold to KC Publishing Inc. 
who changed the magazine to Flower and Garden Crafts.

• Workbasket Magazine was originally 'Aunt Martha's 
Workbasket, Home and Needlecraft for Pleasure and Profit’ 
1st published in Oct 1935, just after the Great Depression 
(Aug 1929–Mar 1933).

• Workbasket supplied people with the patterns to make things 
for themselves which was just what was needed at that time.

• Catered to all the crafts, each month had patterns for crochet, 
knitting, quilting, embroidery, tatting, etc.

• Content focus changed over time, but the way they wrote the 
patterns stayed the same. We have so many ways now to 
notate stitches (see Georgia’s 2004 article).

• Tatting pattern publications seemed to peak in the 1960s.

Why Workbasket?

https://hubpages.com/art/Workbasket-Magazine-The-Original-Craft-Magazine



Samples: 1935, 1955, 1961, 1968, 1972, 1976, &1992

• Covers – Changed from project focus to women sporting projects.

• Price changes for above years+ - $0.15 (1935), $0.25 (1968), $0.50 (1976), $0.60 – $0.75 (1981), $1.00 (1984), 
$1.50 (Jan 1990), $1.95 (Oct 1990), $2.25 (Jul 1991, Mar 1992), 
$2.95 (Aug 1992, Feb/Mar 1996). 

• Page style – 2 color until sometime in 1964. 

• Page count for some above years - 1935 (16 pages), 1955 (64 pages), 1968 (121 pages), 1972 (45 pages), 1976 
(45 pages), 1992 (87 pages).



Tatting in the Workbasket

The data used was copied off the Internet 
(06/14/2011 n2 Imagination Design). It may be from 
this 1993 publication by Rebecca Hollenbaugh
Workbasket: 45 years of tatting patterns “A list of 
tatting patterns in Workbasket magazine from its 
beginning through December 1990, arranged by 
subject.”

See also: http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art31198.asp

1944 – First issues with tatting:

• Jan – How to tat, Lesson 1.
• Feb – Lesson 2 on How To Tat.
• Apr – Tatted Edgings, five different one-shuttle designs.
• Sep – Third installment of a lesson on two-color tatting (frivolite).

*Graph is strictly the number of patterns.

This chart seems to 
suggest a decline in 
tatting, however, because 
the number of pages per 
issue or publication rate 
were not taken into 
account, this can only be 
a presumption.



Tatting Instructions - 1944 Jan & Feb

From http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/html/warm/workbasket.htm



Patterns:  Apr 1944        Nov 1955    Jul 1961



Feb 1968          Jun 1972              Jun 1976

Refer to Georgia’s article on reading, writing, and 
diagraming tatting patterns:
http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art171040.asp
and http://www.georgiaseitz.com/ptgtatterms.pdf



Apr/May 1992                               Feb/Mar 1996



Project Categories
Workbasket Overview:
>30% Edgings
>20% Doilies
Only 9 references to “needle” tatting

171   Edgings: Handkerchief etc.
121   Doily
57     Motif & Insertion
26     Collar
24     Sets: collar, jewelry, chair, vanity, etc.
17     Beads
15     Rick Rack
14     Bookmarks
9       Earrings
8       Scarf
7       Applique
7      Hairpin
6      Coasters
5      Tablecloth
3      Runner
3      Infant
3      Curtain Pull
2 Jewelry
1 Tatted initials for stationary

What projects or patterns for tatting are new today?
• Ice drop addicts – Loads of Facebook sharing 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/338680599851180/

• Pinterest critter tatting: 
https://www.pinterest.com/txtatter/critters-tatting/

• 3D tatting on Etsy:
https://www.etsy.com/market/3d_tatting

• Visual diagrams, check out Mary Konior’s  Tatting with Visual Patterns (1992)

• Youtube – popular video learning sites:
• Georgia Seitz channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZYhtWspIadbX5RHY2Y1vTQ/videos
• Boo Bear’s channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClCdVf3L4kD72oSLQcwCbBw/videos

• IOLI – for entire lace history, and tatting proficiency for learning advanced techniques: 
http://laceioli.ning.com/

http://www.bebpublishing
.com/images/Joans%20i
cedrop%20spinoff.pdf

No real trend noted in types of Workbasket projects as compared to historical events listed in this table:
https://www.thebalance.com/u-s-inflation-rate-history-by-year-and-forecast-3306093



Come and Learn More!
• Check out my tatting website: http://www.bebpublishing.com/tatting.html

• 366 MB ZIP of Workbaskets (tatting pages, covers mostly) used for this presentation – more coming soon!
• Reference list of antique pattern library descriptions & issues used
• Original Word list of Tatting Titles by year
• Excel of Tatting titles in Workbasket by year

• There are several lace guilds in the mid-USA area that I am a member of:
• Dogwood Lace Guild, Springdale AR, Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1478154875774329/
• Lacemakers Guild of Oklahoma, Bartlesville OK: https://www.facebook.com/LacemakersGuildOklahoma/
• Showme Lacemakers, Branson MO: https://www.facebook.com/ShowMeLacemakers/

Feel free to email me for details, Joan Thomas joanmariethomas@yahoo.com.

• Check out the International Organization of Lace, Inc. (IOLI) site and map for guilds 
around the USA and world!

• IOLI:
https://internationalorganizationoflace.org/

• IOLI Chapter MAP:
https://sites.google.com/internationalorganizationoflace.org/ioliorganization/organization/charter-chapters


